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Why Dallas for business tax?
Dallas is one of the nationâ��smajor centers of business, law, and
accounting. Classroomlearning, externships, and professional
relationships all happen in the samemarket wheregraduatesbuild
their careers.

â�¢Business: a deep base of corporateheadquarters,private companies, and
energy,real estate, finance, and technologyenterprises.

â�¢Law: a large, sophisticated legal market with national and Texasfirms and
active in-house legal departments.

â�¢Accounting: major accounting and professional servicesfirms with large
regional tax practices.

The Business Tax Equation
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Business Business,Law,and In-demand Return on
TaxLL.M. Accounting Hub Expertise Investment

For more information
about SMU DedmanLaw
and the Graduateprogram,
scan the QRcode or visit
smu.edu/law/llm-taxation.

SMU Dedman Law is ranked 25th in the nation for corporate/business law
by U.S. News & World Report.



What are the degree requirements?

expertise an in-demand

Located in the businessand legal hub of Dallas, Texas,SMU Dedman
Law connects students to externships, the CorporateCounselExternship
Program,the TaxLaw Society, the CorporateLaw Association, and the
Energyand Real Estate Law Associations.

â�¢Studentsmust hold a J.D. degreefrom an ABAaccreditedlaw school.
´»Thosewith a law degreefrom a foreigncountryand a strongbackgroundin tax

mayalsobe consideredfor admission.
â�¢Residencein the Schoolof Lawfor no fewerthan two termsif a full-time student

and no fewerthan three termsif a part-time student.
â�¢Completionof 24 term-hoursin courses,seminars,or researchand writing with

at least18 credit hoursin the taxationarea.
´»Studentsmaytake four of the required24 credit hoursin othergraduate

programs,including CoxSchoolof Business,so they can pair tax law with
finance,accounting,and strategy.

â�¢Studentsmust maintain an averageof C or 2.00.
â�¢Full-timestudentsmustcompletetheir requirementswithin36 monthsof their

enrollmentdate.Part-timestudentshave60 monthsto completerequirements.
â�¢Fora full list of degreerequirementsand exceptions,visit

smu.edu/law/degree-requirements.

What can you do with a Business TaxLL.M.?
â�¢Taxpracticeat lawfirmsadvisingcorporations,partnerships,andprivatebusinesses
â�¢Taxrolesat accountingand professionalservicesfirms
â�¢In-housetax counseland corporatetax departmentleadership
â�¢Transactionalpractice in M&A,privateequity,real estate,and energy
â�¢Taxcontroversyand dispute resolutionbeforethe IRS, stateagencies,and courts
â�¢Governmentservice,policy,and tax administration

CAPSTONE: Family Office and High Net Worth Estate Planning*
Studentsapply their tax training to family office and high net worthplanning from
start to finish.

â�¢ThePlanningLife Cycle:planningfor a wealthcreationor liquidity event,entity
andtrust structuring,lifetime gifting, businesssuccession,andtransfersat death.

â�¢CoreTaxIssues:federalestate,gift, andgeneration-skippingtaxes;marital
deductionplanning;grantortrusts; irrevocablelife insurancetrusts;charitable
planningandcommonestateplanningtools.

â�¢Practice-readyWorkProduct:planningmemos,trust andtransferdrafting,and
wealthtransferprojections,reviewedasa supervisingpartnerwould.

â�¢Taughtby Practitioners:drawingon Dallasâ��sprivatewealth,trust andestate,family
office,andaccountingcommunities.

* Coursepending approval for 2027â��28.

SMU DedmanLawâ��sGraduateTaxationProgramis a comprehensive,
advanceddegreefor attorneyswho intend to specializein tax practice. For
attorneysadvisingbusinesses,it builds the technical masterythat clients
pay for: entity choice and structuring, transactions,compliance, and
disputes with taxing authorities.

Our curriculum goesbeyondJ.D.-levelcourseswith survey-levelinstruction
and practice-orientedcoursesthat focus on tax and fiscal policy issues.

Business tax areasof focus
â�¢Taxationof corporations,partnerships,and LLCs
â�¢Mergers,acquisitions,reorganizations,and otherbusinesstransactions
â�¢Stateand local and multistate tax issuesfor businesses
â�¢Internationaltax for companiesoperatingacrossborders
â�¢Taxcontroversy:audits, appeals,and litigation
â�¢Executivecompensation,benefits,and tax planningfor businessowners

Built for Return on Investment
â�¢EarnWhileYouLearn.Practicingattorneyscankeeptheir jobs,clients,and

incomewhilecompletingtheir degreeon the part-timetrack.
â�¢CoxCoordinator.Of the 24 credit hours,four creditscanbe takenat SMUâ��sCox

Schoolof Business,makingit a focusedinvestmentin a specialty.
â�¢Skills YouBill Immediately.Practice-orientedcourseworkcanbe appliedto current

client andemployermatterswhileyouarestill enrolled.
â�¢A SpecialtyClientsNeed.Businesstax issuestouchnearlyeverytransaction,

financing,anddispute,makingtax practicearea.
â�¢A NetworkThatCompounds.Classmates,faculty,andalumnipracticeat Dallas

firms,accountingfirms,andcompaniesthat hire andrefertaxwork.

CAPSTONE: Private Equity TaxTransactions*
Studentsapply their businesstax training to a privateequity deal from start to finish,
workingthe problemthe waya deal team does.

â�¢TheDealLife Cycle:fund formation,acquisitionstructuring,portfolio company
operations,add-onacquisitions,and exit.

â�¢CoreTaxIssues:partnershiptax, M&A, carriedinterest, rolloverequity,and
management incentive equity.

â�¢Practice-readyWorkProduct:structurememos,step plans,and deal-document
tax provisions,reviewedasa supervisingpartnerwould.

â�¢Taughtby Practitioners:drawingon Dallasâ��sprivateequity, law firm, and
accountingcommunities.

â�¢TheROI:graduatesleavewith experienceon the kind of transactionthat drives
tax workat Dallasfirms, accountingpractices,and funds.

* Coursepending approval for 2027â��28.
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